OLD TIME ON THE ONION (OTOTO), produced by Montpelier’s Summit School of Traditional Music and Culture at the Pransky Farm in Cabot, Vermont begins on Friday, July 17. You can find Pransky Farm on Google maps, or just take Route 215 north from Marshfield Village or south from Route 15 and continue until you come to our banner by the Pransky Farm road sign.
Our Friday food truck will be Hook & Peel Pizza, the savory centerpiece of Wednesday Game and High Society night at The Den at Harry’s Hardware, in Cabot Village. (The world-famous Old-Time Session at The Den – offering craft beer, wine, cocktails and small plates -- will take place, as always, on Sunday, July 19, starting at noon. If you’re camping at OTOTO – and the Sunday weather permits, you can leave your tent or RV until after the Den Session.)
If you don’t want to camp, nearby lodgings are available at the Marshfield Inn (802-426-3383) and Fruitlands Bed & Breakfast in Cabot (802-426-3889). If you don’t want to cook, Jet’s American Scratch Restaurant (802-563-5001) in Cabot Village is open and accepting reservations.
We’ve addressed both the potable water problem and the dearth of port-a-potties – the two issues you identified last year. And a reminder that admission this year is a flat $40/adult, and you decide who in your party qualifies as a child. Cash or check only – we’re just too old-time and out of touch to deal with digital payments. (If you want to be a super-contributor and help ensure that OTOTO carries on in 2027, you can add an extra $10!) Also remember that we don’t have RV hookups, just lots of field space and plenty of folks to help you park by the day or for the weekend.
There will be alternating workshops and community jams (sometimes guided, sometimes with keys specified) under the white tent, and there’s usually a jam going under the check-in tent. Harry Bolick, the great fiddler, collector and proponent of Mississippi tunes, will be back this year to teach several of his own tunes. Harry’s a prolific composer of music in the string band idiom, and any player (fiddler, banjoist, mandolinist, etc.) eager to refresh their repertoire with something new and sparkling is encouraged to join Harry’s workshop. Jenny Monfore, whose latest gig is with the insanely energetic and accomplished band Thunder Dog, will offer a fiddle workshop; and R.D. Eno will show banjo players some Weird Sonorities and Crazy Licks that will either transform your regular session or get you kicked out of it.
The on-site pond is available for swimming and lounging, but not for camping, and the Saturday pot luck will take place under the pavilion. Don’t forget that our companion festival, the Harry Smith Frolic, takes place the previous weekend, July 10-12 in Greenfield, MA. If you need any further information about OTOTO, contact R.D. at rdeno@fairpoint.net.

